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| Prom The President 


And where are we now? 

We began the year by taking a long hard look about us, 
a I-wanna-see-the-wheels-go-round survey. This is what we 
saw. New patterns of State Aid grants emerging; the need 
for stronger emphasis on Public Relations activities; the 
crucial situation in recruiting; freedom to read imperiled; 
and, the critical condition of our own financial system. 

First came the decision to combine the first four of 
these vital issues into one over-all program called the Four 
Point Plan. All activities of this plan culminate for this 
year in the broad almost all-inclusive program of the annual 
conference in Grand Rapids October 28-31. Next came the 
decision to restudy all committees and their functions in 
an attempt to get back in line with our financial structure. 

Thus the year’s course of action developed through urgencies. 

You will read here the final reports and recommenda- 

tions of the committees and sections. They tell the story. 
The report of the Legislative committee is really what has happened to our legis- 
lative program for the past two years, along time when dealing with urgent money 
matters. Mary Daume explains carefully the action taken which has added a new 
amendment to the State Aid law this year. We are indebted to Mrs. Daume for 
her work on the Interim Study and Legislative Committees. 

The Planning and the Finance Committees recommended cuts in expenditures 
by using geographically selected committee members, whenever possible. Miss Ruth 
Warncke, your next president, has put this recommendation into effect in selecting 
her committees for next year. 

Though perhaps the Four Point Plan and the living-within-our-means-program 
seemed to take precedence, it is not to say that other activities have been curtailed. 
Every committee, section, and district has carried out its assignment with gratify- 
ing results, keeping expenses to a minimum. Cooperation all along the line is fur- 
ther evidence of the unity of purpose within M.L.A. 

The remaining job, the big, spectacular, glamorous, and . . . labor-devouring 
job of the year, is the upcoming annual conference. One glance at the program and 
you are sure to agree it’s in the top hit class as conferences go. Mr. William Chait 
and his Committee on Conference Planning have gone all out to lure interest, at- 
tract, and please YOU. We are proud to present this program. Do come! You can’t 
afford not to! 

All this is to say, that as this issue of the Michigan Librarian goes to press we 
feel enthusiastic and confident that progress has been made this year. Reading the 
annual reports we feel that we have faced the vital issues and worked at doing 
something about them. This progress to be combined with the efforts of the out- 
Standing slate of officers you have chosen for next year promises fruitful gains 
ahead. To you Miss Warncke and your Executive Board, we wish outstanding 
success! You may be certain of our eager and ready support! 

In summing up may I say that the pattern for the year’s work, cut according 
to the needs that long hard look revealed, has fitted the problems better than we 
hoped. Also, we have examined the wheels of the organization in their turning and 
have tried to bring to their hum a smoother running order. Without the fullest co- 
operation and patience of everyone working with us even the minor repair job could 
have failed. To all members, to the Council, the Executive Board, the Executive 
Secretary—Editor, the State Board for Libraries, the State Library Staff, district 
officers and sections, not forgetting my chauffeur, Mrs. Franklin Reck, nor Helen 
Dunbar and the staff of the Jackson Public Library, my warmest personal . . . thank 
you! For me, the past two years have been a stimulating and rewarding experience. 

Respectfully yours, 
Frances E. Burnside 


October, 1953 








M. L. A. CONFERENCE 


PANTLIND HOTEL — GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 


OCTOBER 28-31 
Wednesday, October 28, 1953 
9 a.m. - 8 p.m. Registration 
Exhibits open all day 


10:30 a.m. - 12 n. Adult Education Section and Public Relations Committee 
Schubert Room 
Mrs. Carrie Palmer, Royal Oak Public Library, Chairman, 
Adult Education Section, Presiding 
Speaker: Mrs. Florence Craig, Co-ordinator of Adult Education, 
Cuyahoga County Library, Cleveland, Chairman, A. L. A. 
Adult Education Committee 
“Adult Education — How?” 


12:15 - 2 p.m. Section Luncheons Sadler Lounge 
Adult Education Section 
Keith Doms, Midland Public Library, Vice-Chairman 
Adult Education Section, Presiding 
“Adult Education Objectives—An Appraisal” 
Business Meeting 


2 - 4:30 p.m. Adult Education Section and Public Relations Committee 
Schubert Room 
Raymond E. Mahoney, Detroit Public Library, Presiding 
“Don't Keep It A Secret’—Publicity and Public 
Relations as viewed by experts in the fields of the 
Radio—Thomas R. Van Tol, News Director, WGRD, Grand 
Rapids Press—Bruce Mair, News Editor, Grand Rapids Herald 
TV—Franklin Sisson, Program Director, WOOD, 
Grand Rapids 


Bookmobile Program Room 222 


“Establishing and Operating A Bookmobile Service” 
A Panel Discussion 
Miss Genevieve Casey, Detroit Public Library, Chairman 
Miss Catherine Ashley, Wayne County Library 
Mrs. Mary Daume, Monroe County Library 
Earl Gray, Gerstenslager Company 
Miss Jean Johnson, Michigan State Library 
Miss Joyce Pleune, Kent County Library 
4:30 - 6 p.m. Film Showing (Films to be announced ) Schubert Room 
8 p.m. First General Session Ballroom 
Miss Frances E. Burnside, President 
Opening Remarks 
Official Greetings from the City of Grand Rapids 
“Public Libraries for Everybody—Whose Responsibility?” 
Miss Eleanor Ferguson, Dearborn Public Library, 
Chairman, Federal Relations Committee, Presiding 


Speakers: 
Hon. Ruth Thompson, Congressman from the Ninth District, 
Michigan, “The Library Services Bill and What It 
Can Do For Michigan” 
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Speaker Wade Van Valkenburg, Michigan House of 
Representatives, “Library Problems as the 
Legislature Sees Them” 

Supervisor Fred N. Searl, Kent County Board of 
Supervisors, “Library Problems as the 
Supervisor Sees Them” 

10 p.m. Reception Ballroom 


Thursday, October 29, 1953 


10 a.m. Breakfast Committee on Relations with Publishers Sadler Lounge 
am By invitation only 
9am. - 5 p.m. The exhibits are wonderful this year 
i. Registration 
10 a.m. - 12 n. “The Reader’s Right to Read” _ Ballroom 
Sponsored by the Intellectual Freedoms Committee 
Robert E. Runser, Detroit Public Library, Presiding 
Speakers: a 
Robert Scott, Assistant Professor of Police Administration, 
Michigan State College 
Dan Lacy, Managing Director, American Book 
Publishers’ Council 
12:15 p.m. Section Luncheons 
College Library Section Sadler Lounge 
James McTaggart, Central Michigan College, Chairman 
ym = pean F ‘ ° : 
Speaker: Arthur T. Hamlin, Executive Secretary, 
Association of College and Reference Libraries, A. L. A. 
“ACRL: The Past Five Years” 
nd Business Meeting 


Id County Library Section Room 222 
d : : 


Mrs. Mary E. F. Tressider, Ingham County, Library, 
Chairman 
Business Meeting 








”7 
2- 4:30 p.m. Second General Session Ballroom 
Miss Frances E. Burnside, Presiding 
Speaker: Mrs. Grace T. Stevenson, Associate 
Executive Secretary, American Library Association 
Business Meeting 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Film Showing (Films to be announced ) Schubert Room 
6:30 p.m. Conference Banquet (Dress Optional ) 3allroom 
Miss Frances E. Burnside, Presiding 
m Introduction of speaker by William Chait, Kalamazoo Public 
Library, Chairman, Conference Planning Committee 
Speaker: John Roy Carlson, Author of “Under Cover” 
and “Cairo To Damascus” 
“Threats to the Free Library in a Free Community” 
9:30 p.m. rheatre in the Round Continental Room 
An entertainment furnished by courtesy of the Grand Rapids 
Public Library to the first 200 persons who pay for their 
registration and meals in advance 
ct Ff Friday, October 30, 1953 


9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Registration 
The best exhibits ever are now open 


October, 1953 







































12:15 p.m. 


2 - 4:30 p.m. 


4-H) - 6 p.m. 


8 p.m. 


10 p.m. 


9~ 10 am. 





Third General Session Ballroom 
Mrs. Dorothy Shipman, Second Vice President, Presiding 
Business Meeting and Committee Reports 

Trustee’s Section Schubert !:oom 
Meeting of the Executive Board of the Trustee’s Section 
All Trustees are welcome 


Section Luncheons 
Hospital Library Section Room 327 
Miss Helen Cooper, Flint Public Library, Chairman 
“Objectives and New Approaches to Them” 
Panel—to be announced 
Business meeting 
Past President’s Luncheon 


Reference Section Sadler Lounge 
Francis X. Scannell, Michigan State Library, Chairman 
Speaker: Dr. Richard M. Dorson, Professor of History 
and Folklore, Michigan State College 
“Distinguishing Folklore from Fakelore” 
Business Meeting 
School and Children’s Library Section Continental Room 
Miss Miriam A. Wessel, Detroit Public Library, Chairman 
Speaker: Miss Marian C. Young, Detroit Public Library, 
President, A. L. A. Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People 
“A Program for Children’s Books in the Library of Congress” 
Business Meeting 


Library Technicians’ Program and Coffee Schubert Room 
“Practical Problems Facing the Library Technician” 
Mrs. Violet Hamilton, Bay City Public Library, Chairman 
Mrs. Lodisca P. Alway, Kalamazoo Public Library 
Miss Lillian Anderson, Kalamazoo Public Library 
Miss Helen Hempstead, Hoyt Library, Saginaw 
Mrs. Barbara Strobel, Adrian Public Library 
Mrs. Mary Tressider, Ingham County Library 
Catalog Section Ballroom 
Mrs. Jane St. Clair Holmes, Flint Public Library, Chairman 
Panel on: Seymour Lubetzky’s book 
“Cataloging Rules and Principles” 
Business Meeting 
lrustee’s Section Room 322 
Mr. J. L. Rooney, Chairman, Trustee, Owosso Public Library 
Annual Business Meeting 


Panel: “My Job as a Trustee” 
Film Showing (Films to be announced ) Schubert Room 
Fourth General Session—Trustee Program Ballroom 


Mrs. Clarence Hilberry, Ferndale, Presiding 
Speaker: Dr. Lester E. Asheim, University of Chicago 
Graduate Library School 
“Library Book Selection in a Democracy” 


Exhibitor's Reception Ballroom 


Saturday, October 31, 1953 


Last chance to see the exhibits 
Registration 
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Fifth General Session 





Kent State Room 


Miss Helen L. Warner, Willard Library, Battle Creek, 
Chairman, Intellectual Freedoms Committee, Presiding 
Listening Board on Intellectual Freedom 
Laurence Taylor, Hillsdale College, Moderator 
(Board to be selected) 


12:15 aE p.m. 


Conference Luncheon 


Ballroom 


Miss Ruth Warncke, President-Elect, Presiding 
Speaker: Carl Rowan, Author of “South of Freedom” 
“The Race Problem is Your Business” 


3-5 p.m. 


Meeting of Old and New Executive Boards 


Sadler Lounge 


and Committee and Section Chairmen 








IMPORTANT — ADVANCE RESERVA- 
TIONS FOR CONFERENCE 


Advance reservations may be made by 
writing to Miss Alberta R. Massingill, 
Ryerson Library Building, 111 Library 
Street, N.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


For registration for the entire con- 
ference, the banquet and the luncheon. 
a check or money order for $9.75 should 
accompany your reservation. Take ad- 
vantage of this combination rate by 
mailing your check and reservations to- 





The MODERN Guide To 
Prebinding For Librarians 


1. Buy the book; and get the maxi- 
mum discount. 


2. Evaluate the book in regards 
to legibility of printing, sewing 
margin, quality of paper, and 
content. 


3. Send the books selected for pre- 
binding to the MODERN BIND- 
ING CORPORATION. 


MODERN prebinds books for a flat 
price of $ .95. This includes Picture 


Covers and Labco Covers. 


Save up to $.35 the MODERN Way 


The Modern Binding 


Corporation 
PORTLAND, INDIANA 
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day. Please add your section luncheon 
reservations to save time at the con- 
ference. 

Remember, the first 200 persons mak- 
ing reservations with Miss Massingill 
will each receive a free ticket to the 
“Theatre in the Round,” an entertain- 
ment furnished by courtesy of the Grand 
Rapids Public Library, following the 
banquet on Thursday, October 29. 


Registration for the entire 


conference $3.00 
Daily registration 1.00 
Banquet, Thursday, Oct. 29 4.25 
Luncheon, Saturday, Oct. 31 2.90 
All section luncheons 2.40 


ROOM RESERVATIONS 


The Pantlind Hotel is now receiving 
room reservations at the following rates. 
Write immediately to Pantlind Hotel, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, specifying 
type of accommodations wanted and 
price. 


Suites of 2 single rooms with bath 
between $4.50 and $5.00 per room. Room 
for 1 with bath, $5.00, $6.00, $6.50, $7.00, 
$9.00. Room for 2 with bath, double bed, 
$6.50, $8.00, $8.50, $9.00, $11.00. Room 
with twin beds and bath, $9.00, $10.00, 
$12.00, $14.00, $16.00. Large room, three 
single beds and bath, $15.00. Large 
room, two double beds and bath, $15.00. 


Dormitory room, 3 persons $4.50 each, 
4 persons $4.00 each, 5 persons $3.50 each, 
6 persons $3.00 each, 7 persons $2.75 each, 
8 persons $2.50 each. Suites of two rooms 
for three persons $19.50. Parlor suite 
for two persons, $17.00 and $23.00. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 1953 





FEDERAL RELATIONS 


At the suggestion of the Federal Relations Committee of the American Library 
Association, the Executive Board authorized the appointment of District Chairmen 
in each Congressional District to promote local contacts with Congressmen. While 
it has not been possible to arrange this in all cases, the following people have 
served during the year: 


Dist. I Stanley J. Tanner Dist. IX Clifford Wightman 
Dist. III Mrs. Allyne Dickenson Dist. X Jennie Kulberg 

Dist. IV Claxton Helms Dist. XI Charles Follo 

Dist. V Ruth Warncke Dist. XII Norman J. Bunker 
Dist. VI Cornelius Wagenvoord, Jr. Dist. XIV Melita Roemer 

Dist. VII Leila B. Wilcox Dist. XVIII Mrs. Carrie S. Palmer 


Their cooperation produced far better contacts with our Representatives than 
had been possible in the past. Copies of the Library Services Bill and the hearings 
held in April, 1952, were sent each Chairman, with the request that he take them 
personally or send them to his Representative and prepare to answer the Repre- 
sentative’s questions. Where this was done, it proved most successful. 

District Chairmen also received the Washington Newsletter from the A.L.A. 
Washington Office, so that they were constantly kept informed on developments 
in Congress. The Committee recommends that this system be developed to cover 
the whole state in the coming year, as this first year’s experience shows it to bea 
valuable asset to legislative action. 

The Chairman of the Committee wrote letters immediately after the November 
election congratulating each Senator and Representative on his election and out- 
lining the effect of the Library Services Bill in Michigan. Several Congressmen 
wrote polite replies, though some gave reasons for disapproving of the Bill. 

Representative Ruth Thompson, of White Hall, agreed to be a sponsor of the 
Bill when it’ was introduced in the 83rd Congress. The Michigan Council of Par- 
ents and Teachers supported the Bill ina resolution passed at their 1953 Congress. 

Other legislation on which the Committee took action was: 1. support of the 
Hill Amendment to the Tidelands Oil Bill and to the Off Shore Oil Bill, both of 
which were defeated; 2. support of reduction in postal rates for audio-visual ma- 
terials, passed by Congress; 3. opposition to increased book postal rates, no action 
taken in this session. 

President Eisenhower has appointed a Commission on Governmental Functions 
and Fiscal Resources to study all Federal grants-in-aid programs, both existing and 
proposed. Until the report of this Commission is submitted in February, 1954, ac- 
tion of the Library Services Bill is unlikely to either house of Congress. 

The Committee extends its warmest thanks to the District Chairmen and all 
other members of the Association who have taken legislative action at its request. 


Eleanor A. Ferguson, Chairman 


FINANCE 


The Finance Committee was instructed to study the entire financial structure 
of the Association, and to make recommendations. A group of questions discussed 
at its January meeting was sent to the committee. 


The Committee met on February 13, 1953, examined the budget proposed by 
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the Treasurer, discussed the items suggested by the Executive Board and the ques- 

tions asked by the President, then made its recommendations. A proposed budget, 

modifying the January estimates, was submitted to the Executive Board. Full 
minutes of the meeting were sent to the Executive Board for their discussion and 
action. These are in the Board’s files. 

The Committee feels that the Association should gear its budget realistically 
to its probable funds and made certain recommendations for accomplishing this. 
Some of these are: 

1. That there be a complete analysis of conference expenses and receipts. To do 
this complete records should be kept for the 1953 conference. To make the 
record complete all conference bills should be paid by the treasurer rather 
than through any other association member or section. 

2. That the Executive Board consider a plan for fewer meetings, to cut travel 
expense. 

3. That the method of handling the membership campaign be studied with a view 
to making it more effective and more economical. 

4. That the Executive Board consider a committee structure planned so that 
members of a given committee will live within easy travel distance of each 
other. Some committees (e.g. Legislative and Nominating) could not be so 
arranged but it seems desirable in many instances. 

5. That committees, boards, etc. which meet together should study ways of shar- 
ing rides etc. to cut expenses. 

6. That the Finance Committee be made a standing committee, directed to study 
the money affairs of the Association and to recommend ways of accomplish- 
ing a better financial structure. The committee should include the Vice Presi- 
dent, Treasurer and other association members who are familiar with the As- 
sociation program and its money affairs. 

Marian C. Young, Chairman 


PARAGON BINDINGS 


We have received many letters this past year telling 
us how our PARAGON BINDINGS on “Easy Books” 
have lasted far longer than any others they have used. 

The extra quality is there and you don’t have to 
search for it, it is readily discernible. 


Do write for our lists, including our new READER 
LIST for the first three grades. 


DON R. PHILLIPS 


PARAGON BINDINGS 
P. O. BOX 57 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 
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INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 


these { 

The Committee as a whole held one meeting (February 26) and a subcom. sion 0 
mittee appointed to plan that part of the program of the Michigan Library Asgso. siderec 
ciation Convention dealing with intellectual freedom held one meeting (April 13), hasty 
The rest of the work was done by telephone and correspondence. the di 

The Committee agreed to help plan programs on intellectual freedom upon re. the m 
quest. District 7 requested such help, and Miss Ruth Warncke represented the each | 
committee in working out a forty-five minute panel discussion of the subject of Lively 
intellectual freedom. In addition, District 3 invited Miss Helen Warner to repre- posals 
sent the committee on a panel discussion and District 5 invited Mr. Keith Doms. 

At the February 26th meeting, Miss Warner extended the invitation of the would 
Conference Committee to put on an audience participation program winding up the the fc 
fall conference. It was decided to accept the invitation. A number of suggestions cent $ 
were presented, so many that it was decided to ask for an additional program so Teron 
that some speakers could present varying points of view. This was left to a subcom- brary 
mittee composed of Mr. Runser, Mrs. Noonan and Miss Warner who made the final for L 
plans. federé 

During the year 1952-53 no specific problem of community censorship was veg 
brought to the committee, although unofficial reports of censorship activities stir- 
ring were noted. The committee decided not to ask for a Senate hearing regarding mate 
the Feenstra Bill, because it was felt that the bill did little more than reword al- rae 
ready existing legislation regarding obscenity. on 

It is the opinion of the committee that a committee on intellectual freedom on b 
should be made a standing committee at least for the present. It should accomplish They 
the following things: may 


1. Be ready on a stand-by basis to advise in the event of an emergency in a parti- L 
cular community. To that end it should have in the files, plans which have 





n 
proven successful in combatting unwarranted censorship. In other words, it cea 
should be a clearing house where librarians can both send proven success- I 
ful methods and can receive reports of others. It should also have on file the and | 
names and addresses of other organizations which could be counted on to help 7 
in a particular situation. year 

2. It should be a source of help in planning programs on intellectual freedom grow 
within the association or the districts. of tt 
3. The committee should concern itself with the other side of the coin. In other libra 
words, should it not also have some responsibility in promoting and extending 
the use of good books, define it how you will, so that librarians do not have in th 
to be caught in the unwelcome position of seeming to defend materials in a tre 
which they themselves do not believe. We refer to the more lurid comics and trust 
books which have for their only appeal sensationalism and vulgarity. ; 
It is the opinion of the committee that both sides should go forward together mem 
— the protection of the rights of people to read as well as careful responsible the 1 
selection of books in terms of good library book selection policies. tinue 
Helen L. Warner, Chairman 
LEGISLATIVE 

This year’s Legislative Committee Report necessarily must also be a report on 
the follow-up activities stemming from last year’s plans for a general revision of denc 
our present State-Aid-to-Libraries law. | 
The following suggestions were made at the 1952 fall meetings in the various the 
districts of MLA: pall s 
1. Extra help should go to areas of low valuation and sparse population so that , 
they could afford to maintain adequate library service. tute 


2. Federation and cooperation among libraries in the state should be encouraged. 
3. Additional help should be given to establish new libraries where needed. 
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The interim Study Committee and the Legislative Committee, subsequent to 
these fall meetings and the annual meeting of 1952, formulated plans for the revi- 
sion of the state-aid law. Because each change in the law must be carefully con- 
sidered before adoption, the committees felt it would be unwise to push through a 
hasty revision of the law. Therefore, they collated all the suggestions arising from 
the discussion of the problem in various MLA meetings, and from letters from 
the membership. These suggestions were then placed before the membership at 
each 1953 Spring District meeting in the shape of proposed revisions to the law. 
Lively discussions followed, and the committees are now about to revise the pro- 
posals in the light of the criticisms and suggestions put forth at the spring meetings. 

Meanwhile, a definite change in the present state-aid law was worked out which 
would carry out two of the suggestions made at the 1952 fall district meetings. In 
the form of H.B. 337, the change was incorporated in the state-aid law at the re- 
cent session of our legislature. It was passed with general approval in both houses. 
Through this provision, money not used, but allocated to county and regional li- 
brary development and establishment grants, may now be used by the State Board 
for Libraries to provide demonstrations of regional library service, and to encourage 
federation and cooperation among the libraries in the state. Each library in the 
state is now being contacted for suggestions for the use of this money. 

This was a year of sharp retrenchment among state agencies. The Michigan 
State Library was not granted special demonstration funds, but it was given an 
increase over last year’s budget. Though there was a definite danger that state-aid 
funds to libraries would be completely eliminated, the fund was instead maintained 
at the same figure at last year’s grant. The legislators suggested that the state-aid 
law be revised before next year so that rural areas be given more help where needed. 
They are keenly watching the progress of our present demonstration plans, which 
may well affect the course of future library legislation in Michigan. 

Libraries also benefitted under a revision of the library contracts law. Areas 
not now having libraries or library boards may contract with nearby libraries for 
service, thus increasing state-wide library coverage. 

Laws which would have cut into the receipt of penal fines by county, school 
and public libraries were defeated during this session of the legislature. 

The response from individual librarians and trustees to legislative crises this 
year has been prompt and effective. The interest shown in legislative problems has 
grown tremendously. This committee has also found that legislators are more aware 
of their local library problems than in the past. This would seem to indicate that 
librarians and trustees in their locality are contacting them about their problems. 

All members of this committee have also made strong local pleas for the libraries 
in their districts. Mr. Charles Follo, especially, from the Upper Peninsula has done 
a tremendous amount of work for the committee, through letters to librarians and 
trustees, and through attendance at meetings during the year. 

The price of better library legislation in Michigan is continuous work by all 
members of MLA, not just your Legislative Committee. We hope, however, that 
the work of this committee during the past two years will point the way to con- 
tinued improvement in the next state-aid law and other library legislation. 


Mary Daume, Chairman 


MEMBERSHIP 


This committee has been very active carrying on its work through correspon- 
dence after one policy meeting. 


Letters were mailed to delinquent members; to non-members who registered at 
the 1952 Conference; to non-members who registered at Section Meetings; and to 
all school librarians of Michigan who are not M.L.A. members. 


_We recommend that Bookmen who exhibit at the Conference join through insti- 
tutional membership next year. 


The Executive Secretary has been most helpful. 
Elizabeth McPhail, Chairman 


| Dow't Wise The 1953 Ih. L. 4. Conference | 
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PLANNING 


The Planning Committee met twice, on January 9th and April 16th. At the 
first meeting the Executive Board members present suggested that it would be 
timely and valuable to have an objective survey and study made of the function 
and scope of the various committees within the Association, since such a periodic 
scrutiny should be made at intervals in any large organization. 

This study was approved by the Executive Board, to include special consid- 
eration of the following points: 

1. Re-examination of standing committees and the special committees. 

2. Overlapping of the responsibilities and duties of the various committees. 

3. Study of the number of people serving on each committee, with consideration 
also of the length of terms of office. 

4. Probable number of meetings necessary to successfully carry out each com- 
mittee’s assigned work and projects. 

5. Other items regarding the structure of M. L. A., which arise in connection 
with this study. 

6. The proposal made at Council Meetings to have all members of a committee 
appointed from one area to reduce amount of travel necessary in attending 
meetings. 

7. Relationship of M. L. A. to A. L. A. under the proposed chapter status now 
pending in A. L. A. 

Each committee chairman was asked to submit to the Planning Committee in 
writing their conception of the duties and responsibilities of their respective com- 
mittees. These reports were comprehensive and were studied carefully. The follow- 
ing summary is presented for your criticism and approval. 


Legislative | STANDING COMMITTEES FUNCTIONS AND ORGANIZATION 


1. To keep the Executive Board and Association membership informed about li- 
brary legislation. 


/ Vife library furniture 
7 Keeping pace with today’s 





concepts of functional design 
in library interiors is one of 
our principal functions. 


May we offer our suggestions 
on how to put New Life in 
your library? 

REPRESENTING IN MICHIGAN 
JOHN E. SJOSTROM COMPANY 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


B. F. FARNELL COMPANY 








School « Church « Library « Laboratory Furniture G Equipment 
435 W. 7 MILE + DETROIT 3, MICHIGAN + TO 8-9231 
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To introduce any library legislation pertinent to the development of libraries 
in Michigan. 


he 3. To constantly be on the alert for new legislation which might benefit libraries. 
be 4. To carry a continuity of at least three committee members who are conversant 
“i with legislative procedure and acquainted with the legislators. 
” Membership 
d 1. To solicit new members, and to follow up delinquent membership. 
. 2. To arrange for collecting dues at all library meetings. 
3. To transmit suggestions and ideas for interesting new members. 
Planning 
- 1. To envision long range plans for the Association, pointed toward better li- 
braries and library service in the state. 
n- 2. To study and coordinate the activities of the various committees, at periodic 


intervals, so that the work of the Association as a whole is developed. 

mn Public Relations 

1. To encourage and stimulate public relations programs in the libraries of the 
Be state. 


ig 2. To promote state-wide interest in and support of libraries. 
3. To promote closer cooperation between library groups and other state organ- 
w izations, associations, service clubs, fraternal orders and special interest groups. 
4. To maintain a close liaison between this committee and the other standing 
in committees of the Association in program planning. 
n- Salary, Staff and Tenure 
v- 1. To study conditions of salary in Michigan, and work toward salaries for li- 


brarians commensurate with the training and esponsibilities involved. 
2. To work toward better working conditions in l:oraries, especially in regard to 
sick leave, vacations, retirement, salary schedui«, uniform job descriptions, etc. 
i- 3. To carry on a continuous study of certification of librarians and make recom- 
mendations. 





Nationwide Acceptance 


Se DOUBLEDAY AND CO., INC. 
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4. To assist librarians throughout the state to become better acquainted with 
library policies in Michigan. 
5. To review tenure cases brought to its attention. 





re 
Scholarship _ ’ 
1. To administer and collect funds for the Association scholarship funds. te 
2. To grant scholarships from— ‘ 
a. The Scholarship Fund, to attend Workshops, Alumni University, etc. ie 
b. The Constance Bement Memorial Fund. B 
3. To plan publicity for these scholarships. estec 
4. To recommend changes in policy when this seems advisable. _ 
Publications ing ir 
1. To advise the President on the appointment of an editor of The Michigan men — 
Librarian. result 
2. To be responsible for all publications of the Association, subject to the author- V 
ization and approval of the Executive Board. of th 
3. To be concerned with publications of the whole association rather than a group quent 
or part of the organization. first 1 
4. To encourage the Executive Board and the various Sections of the Association corre 
to be on the alert for sources of material, articles, etc., the publication of 7 
which would be professionally valuable to the membership. one § 
5. To advise regarding the coordination of material for The Michigan Librarian, do n¢ 
the official organ of the association, a membership publication, and that pub- I 
lished in the Michigan Library News, the official periodical of the State Li- Comr 
brary, for all libraries and librarians in the State. mend 
SPECIAL COMMITTEES FUNCTIONS AND ORGANIZATION | natio 
Committee On Relations With Publishers ; 
1. To provide a liaison between publishers and librarians. Com 
2. To work together in fields where publishers and librarians have interests in with 
common, the nature of this work to be exploratory rather than policy making. and | 
3. To make recommendations which might be mutually beneficial. of ay 
Finance Th 
1. To carry on a continuing study of the financial structure and solvency of the year] 
Association, making definite recommendations on increasing the financial re- retar 
sources of the Association. a 
Intellectual Freedoms did 1 
1. To develop an educational program for librarians, trustees, and the public on 
the meaning of intellectual freedom. 
2. To consider objectively and unemotionally the problem of curtailing the avail- , 
ability of informational and literary materials. Men 
3. To keep the membership informed of current trends by discussion and assist- outs! 
ance at district programs and at state meetings, outlining the issues involved. = 
4. To assist, upon request, any libraries which have specific problems in censor- 
ship or attempts at censorship. SUPF 
Interim Study Committee On State Aid sg 
1. To work with state legislators on long term legislation beneficial to libraries. vinta 
2. To keep the key legislators informed concerning library plans and develop- 
ment in the state. 
3. To encourage a closer relationship between legislators and librarians in their 
districts. 
Recruiting ies 
1. To initiate, promote and coordinate recruiting activities at the state, regional libr: 
or local level. ship 
2. To enlist active cooperation of other Association committees in making all om 
phases of library work increasingly attractive to young people. ship 


3. To prepare a brief outline of suggestions and helps for the incoming commit- alti 
tee, to include notations of career meetings and conferences at the colleges, $43. 
where recruiting might profitably be done. . 
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4. To keep an active contact with library school students, for assistance with 
students who have not yet chosen their vocation. 
Federal Relations 

1. To consider all matters involving Federal legislation affecting libraries. 

2. To promote legislative action on the state level, leading to Congressional pas- 

sage of bills favorable to libraries. 

3. To organize representation in the Federal Districts of the state. 

Both the Legislative and Federal Relations Committee chairmen have sug- 
gested a reorganization and merging of these two committees, with a chairman and 
vice chairman, and a sub-committee of five or six appointed to do the actual lobby- 
ing in Lansing. We recommend that the detailed reports of the two committee chair- 
men be studied further with consideration given to the possibility of a merger to 
result in greater efficiency for both committees. 

We recommend that a nucleus of three members be chosen at the first meeting 
of the larger committees, who will be geographically close enough to meet fre- 
quently without excessive travel expense, to work on the projects outlined at the 
first meeting, carrying on consultation with other members of the committee through 
correspondence. 

This committee does not believe that clioosing all committee members from 
one geographical location in alternate years could be done successfully, and we 
do not recommend it. 

In considering the proposed recommendations of the A. L. A. Fourth Activities 
Committee Report, which concern changes in state and regional status, we recom- 
mend further study, since there is still confusion, when this is discussed at the 
national level. 

With the exception of a possible merger of the Legislative-Federal Relations 
Committees, we recommend the continuation of the present Standing Committees, 
with the Executive Board given broad authority to make changes in the functions 
and responsibilities of any committee. The present provision for length of terms 
of appointment seems adequate. 

The Special Committees, as provided in the By-Laws, should be continued on a 
yearly basis. We do, however, recommend that the present named committees be 
retained, since there seems to be need for their activity. 

Any committees not mentioned in this report have obvious functions, which 


did not require study. Dorothy T. Hagerman, Chairman 
SCHOLARSHIP 


During 1953 two additional loans were granted from the Constance Bement 
Memorial Fund for professional library study. These bring the total to five loans 
outstanding. Partial repayment has been made by two borrowers which makes a 
current balance of $138.60. 

The workshop scholarship fund had a beginning balance of $101.71. This was 
supplemented by collections at each of the M. L. A. district meetings last spring. 
sag was a generous response to our appeal and a total of $298.83 was received 
as follows: 


District I $39.49 District IV $54.17 

District II 46.67 District V 27.92 

District III 70.00 District VI 21.18 
District VII $39.40 


Even with these collections our funds were insufficient to take care of the 
twenty-eight applications received for scholarships. Preference was given to those 
librarians who needed to attend this year for certification. A total of twelve scholar- 
ships was granted to librarians as follows: 3 to St. Mary’s Lake, 6 to Higgins Lake, 
and 3 to the Marquette workshops. There was little response to the trustee scholar- 
ships offered this year for the one-day trustee meetings. One such scholarship was 
allowed for the Marquette trustee meeting. The remaining balance in this fund is 


$43.29, Grace Burgett, Chairman 
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RECRUITING 


“Recruiting Is Everyone’s Job” has been the slogan for this year’s Recruiting 
Committee. A major portion of the committee’s effort has been to get librarians 
and trustees throughout the state to share this conviction and act accordingly, 

To this end the committee, in cooperation with the Michigan State Library, 
prepared an exhibit which was displayed and discussed at each of the seven MLA 
district meetings in the spring and the three State Board for Library workshops 
in the summer. It also prepared material for a special Recruiting issue of the 
Michigan Librarian for June, 1953. 

Another major objective has been to acquaint counselors, parents and other 
adults interested in young people with the opportunities in librarianship and the 
qualifications that indicate success in this field. Direct recruiting activities with 
the young people themselves included participation in the Career Carnival at Mich- 
igan State College in November, 1953, a Recruiting Tea at the Michigan State 
Library in April, 1953, and an exhibit at the Student Library Assistants meeting 
in April, 1953. Specific recommendations for increasing the effectiveness of the 
committee were submitted to the MLA Planning Committee in the spring. 

Recommendations to the MLA Executive Board, 1953-54: 

1. That the function of the Recruiting Committee be to: 

a. Stimulate and coordinate local and regional Recruiting activities through- 

out the state 

b. Initiate and carry out Recruiting activities on the state level 

c. Serve as contact agent on the state level with other organizations and in- 

dividuals concerned with vocational guidance of young people 
d. Provide clearing house of materials and ideas on Recruiting available to all 
2. That each MLA section be requested to have an active Recruiting Committee 
in the field of its special interest. 


How to make your new library more functional, 
more beautiful... for substantially less money ! 


VMP Library Stacks, Equipment and 
Conveyors function in America’s 
newest most modern libraries . . . large 
and small. 






By utilizing the unmatched skill 
and experience of Virginia Metal 
Products you secure greatest bene- 
fits in new construction or remodel- 
ing. Of rugged, durable steel, VMP 
bookstacks and equipment never 
warp, sag, crack or change dimen- 
sion. 





Free-standing carrel units and MOBILWALL 
study room. 








Just off the presses, 
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equipment catalog. 
Yours without obli- 
gation. Virginia Met- 
al Products, Inc., Dept. 
ML-10, 1112 First 
« National Bank Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
















University of Houston, Houston, Texas. ‘U-Bar 
shelves. Tilting reference shelves. 


VIRGINIA METAL 
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3, That each library and library school or department in the state be urged to 
intensify and expand its Recruiting efforts. 
Jean Johnson, Chairman 


RELATIONS WITH PUBLISHERS 


Each committee was asked to make a statement on the function of the com- 
mittee. Members of this committee concluded its purpose is to explore and work 
in fields where publishers and librarians have interests in. common, to recommend 
rather than formulate policies or decisions. 

The size of the committee was understandably reduced this year but, since all 
except one member is new, we greatly appreciate it that Miss Warneke continued 
to meet with us. 


Last year the Executive Board of the Michigan Library Association asked the 
committee to make a study of the book stock in Michigan libraries. A plan was 
developed and an initial check-list compiled with the help of thirty librarians from 
all sizes of libraries in the state. Work on the list has been continued this year in 
an effort to strengthen its validity. The revised list was sent to district officers of 
the Association for last year and this for pre-testing. Tabulation and findings will 
be ready to report at the annual conference. Dr. Paul Miller, of the sociology depart- 
ment of Michigan State College, has been asked to criticize the project, suggest 
the final form, and advise on inclusion of explanation. 


It was recommended by the previous committee that the committee be en- 
larged to include representation of bookmen and other exhibitors who are members 
of the Association. With the approval of the executive board, three exhibitors at 
annual conferences were added. During the conference this year a breakfast meet- 
ing will be held for the purpose of discussing the problems involving exhibitors 
and working towards a uniform policy. Members of the executive board, exhibitors, 
last and present chairmen the exhibits committees, and the executive secretary of 
the association will be invited to participate. 





Distinctive books LIBRARIANS 
for 
Discriminating buyers ‘ who have compared all 
Library Binding Values, 


IMPERIAL BOOK rade 
COMPANY . “BOUND TO STAY BOUND” 
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Books Rebinding 
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Frank W. Allen 
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It is the recommendation of this committee: 

1. Continuity in the membership of the committee is almost essential for lon 
range projects and a ratio of new and retiring members should be established. 

2. Membership of the committee should include representation of publishers and 
others dealing in library materials. 

3. The committee should outline any projects of importance for continuity and 
benefit of review. 

4. The committee should formulate a program for the succeeding year. 


Dorothy Hiatt, Chairman 
SALARY, STAFF AND TENURE 


The Salary, Staff and Tenure Committee held two meetings during the year 
and had under consideration the following: 

Pension system for librarians including reciprocity between pension systems, 

The difficulty in securing librarians and the reason why more people do not 
go into library work. 

Sabbatical leaves for librarians. 

The 1952 proposed certification revision. 

Job description and analysis. 

Difficulties in getting library education by extension or correspondence courses, 

Salary schedules. 

Evaluative criteria for rating public libraries. 

Orienting librarians new to the state. 

In a general discussion of staff needs it was brought out that among the rea- 
sons why more people do not go into library work is the fact that they are not 
attracted by the librarians they see; that although the salaries are comparable to 
teachers’ salaries, the hours are longer, and professional preparation is usually five 
years instead of four, that there is little chance of promotion, and that vacations 
are not as long as teachers vacations. 

During the year legislation on changes in pension systems in Michigan and 
reciprocity between pension systems was watched and the various bills considered. 

In investigating sabbatical leave for librarians it was found that sabbatical 
leaves are in effect in some few American public libraries and had been made pos- 
sible by statute in the school districts in Michigan. It was found, however, that 
in actual practice leaves with pay are very rare. Although the general feasibility 
of extended leaves with pay was questioned by the committee, a generous policy 
of granting leaves without pay for study or travel was considered desirable. 

A request was made to the Executive Board of M. L. A. to reconsider two 
points in the renewal of certification for library experience in the 1952 proposed 
certificates requirements as adopted by the Executive Board the previous year and 
transmitted to the State Board for libraries. 

After careful consideration of the evaluative criteria for public libraries which 
had been first worked out by the Standards committee of the County Library sec- 
tion, the Salary, Staff and Tenure Committee decided there was need for more 
study of evaluative criteria for all libraries and that a special committee should 
be appointed to do this. 

The committee is still working on a survey of salaries, sick leave, and vaca- 
tions in Michigan county libraries similar to that done for 40 of the larger public 


libraries last year. Eudocia Stratton, Chairman 


TRUSTEE CITATIONS 

Five copies of citations for Mr. Thomas G. Long of Detroit and Mrs. Mabel 
Babion of Chesaning were sent to Miss Ruth Gregory, chairman of the A.L.A. Jury 
on Awards. 

Mrs. E. W. Blanchard of Declarville sent in a brief statement praising the 
work of Miss Olive Merriman, and Miss Althee Norris of Lenawee County Library 
wrote praising her whole board Mr. John Robertson, Mr. Herman Titley, Mr. Mil- 
ton Porter, Miss Luella Reynolds and Mr. George Kunze for their efforts in re- 


modeling her library. Ethel Yabroff, Chairman 
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PUBLICATIONS 


The committee received a detailed report from Mr. Peters, business manager of 
the Michigan Librarian, covering costs of publishing the Librarian and anticipated 
revenues from advertising. The committee concluded that the business manager had 
done an extraordinarily fine job; that advertising cannot be expected to furnish 
more than about half the cost of publishing the Michigan Librarian; and that the 
Association must be content to furnish the funds for the remaining costs out of 
membership fees. 

The committee considered and rejected as wholly impractical the suggestion 
that the committee should serve as an editorial board in the strict sense of the 
term; agreed that the functions of the board should be limited to formulating 
general policies which would be carried out by the Editor. 

The committee considered suggestions that the Michigan Librarian should be 
discontinued and its functions abandoned to the Michigan Library News; that the 
two publications be merged; that the format of the Michigan Librarian should be 
changed; that cheaper paper be used; that a mimeographed news letter be issued 
in place of the Librarian. All these suggestions, after the most careful considera- 
tion, were rejected as unrealistic and impracticable. 

The committee authorized the editor to publish free of charge announcements 
of vacancies in Michigan libraries; authorized the inclusion of death notices pro- 
vided they are brief; and suggested that general news of libraries and librarians 
might better be left to the Library News. 

The chairman appointed a committee composed of Mrs. Tintera and Miss Rees 
to prepare a statement as to the respective fields of activity of the Michigan Li- 
brarian and the Michigan Library News. 

After a detailed report from Mrs. Tintera and Miss Rees, the committee con- 
cluded that there is very little overlapping between the two publications; that what 
does exist is justifiable; that the two publications serve distinct and different 
purposes; and that no combination of the two publications should be attempted. 

The committee was of the opinion that under the constitution of the M. L. A. 
and the established practice of the Association, the Publications Committee should 
be informed of proposed publications by committees or groups within the Associa- 
tion, but that no approval of our committee should be necessary if the cost of the 
contemplated publication does not exceed the sum allocated to that group or com- 
mittee in the annual budget. 

The committee authorized the editor to send out free of charge copies of the 
Michigan Librarian to accredited library schools. 


Muster 


CHANGE : Forrest H. Alter, formerly Detroit Public Library and former MLA 
Public Relations Chairman now with Film Council of America, Evans- 
ton, Illinois. 


Hobart Coffey, Chairman 








DATES : MASL meetings: Oct. 3, Planning Conference, Botsford Inn, Farmington. 
Oct. 8, 9, 19, 1954 Planning Conference, Haven Hill Lodge, Highland. 

DIED : Miss Mary E. Dow, sister of the late Dr. Herbert H. Saginaw Public 
Library 1911-1923. 

DIED : Mary Alice Barrett, active in school and children’s work, Otsego Public 
Schools. 

DIED : Anne Farrington, after a long illness. BS-LS, Western Reserve School 


of Library Science. Detroit Public Library Assistant, 1929-32, Wayne 
County Library, 1932-44, Van Buren County Library 1944-48, Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission, 1949-53. 

DIED : Miss Esther Anne Smith, MLA member since its beginning. Member 
of the General Library, University of Michigan, 1903 until retirement 
1947. Head of Catalog Department from 1910 to 1947. 


October, 1953 17 











| Sections ADULT EDUCATION 


On March 25 at the branch of the Hamtramck Public Library a joint meeting 
of representatives from the Adult Education Section and the Public Relations Com. 
mittee was held to discuss plans for the coming fall conference of the Michigan 
Library Association. Representing the Adult Education Section were Mrs. Carrie §, 
Palmer, chairman, and Mrs. Thekla Hodgson, Secretary-Treasurer. The Public Re. 
lations committee members were Forrest Alter, chairman, and Miss Beatrice Kobe. 


It was felt by the group that the opening day of the conference could be de. 
voted to programs on Adult Education and Public Relations and Publicity. After 
some discussion plans were formulated to have the morning program devoted to 
Adult Education with the possibility of securing Mrs. Florence Craig, chairman 
of the ALA committee on Adult Education, as the speaker. If she were unable to 
attend then other sources would be tried. The subject to be assigned to Mrs. Craig 
would be the topic of the changing concept of the library with especial emphasis 
on the adult education possibilities. She would be permitted to develop this in 
any way she chose. 


The afternoon program shaped up as a panel composed of members from the 
press, radio and TV with the thought, “Don’t Keep It a Secret.” The thought here 
was one of public relations and publicity as presented by non-librarians, who, in 
their various fields would tell the whys and wherefores of each subject with angles 
on the way methods could be adapted to the library profession. It was felt that 
the panel members could also offer objective views as to the efficacy of present 
library programs and ventures in these lines. It was suggested that the press rep- 
resentative would be Mr. Gene Alleman, Manager-Secretary of the Michigan Press 
Association; the radio would be covered by Dr. Willis Dunbar of the Kalamazoo 
radio station and of Western Michigan College; and the TV would be presented 
by a speaker from the Grand Rapids station. Mr. Alter was to investigate the 
possibilities of securing these speakers while Mrs. Palmer was made responsible for 
the Adult Education program. 


The time element for the day was discussed with the following plan evolved: 
10:30 - 12 — Adult Education program; 12:30 Adult Education luncheon to talk 
over appraisal of objectives; 2 P. M. panel program, “Don’t Keep It a Secret” with 
discussion. Program to close at 4 or 4:15. There will be discussion at the morn- 
ing meeting with Mrs. Craig planning a possible buzz session. 


Thus far we have had acceptances from the Michigan Press Association and 
from Mr. Sisson for TV but the radio part is not settled because of a fee problem 
with Dr. Dunbar. We have hopes of securing a good member however. You see 
since Forrest Alter left the Detroit Public Library I have been asked to take over 
his duties on the Public Relations Committee, therefore the entire program. You 
probably inferred that Mrs. Craig had -ccepted and will be present to add pep 
and lustre to the morning. She is a good eye-opener! 


Cards have been sent to the 147 members of MLA who have indicated Adult 
Education as the section they want. The program was outlined and the luncheon 
mentioned. A few responses have been received. 


Keith Doms, Chairman Elect of the Adult Education Section will have charge 
of the luncheon discussion and will arrange for possible displays. I have been con- 
ferring with Mr. Chait at his request on various items of arrangement but he has 


wanted more definite data most of the time than I have been able to secure at | 


this date. However I am hoping that everything will be covered adequately. 


I have asked Mr. Mahoney of the Conley Branch of the Detroit Public Library | 


to be moderator for the afternoon in place of Forrest Alter who would have taken 
that job. I will introduce Mrs. Craig. 


| thu Exciting Program rbwatts You-- Grand Rapids, Oct. 28-51 | 
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It seems that we are to take MLA memberships also at the meetings and luncheon 
so that will need to be delegated to someone also but that may come later. 
Thus you see that all the report of the Adult Education Section at this time 
has been the planning for the fall conference. There has been no other work than 
that with the exception of preparing lists at two different times for Mr. Yntema 
of Western Michigan for his use in publicizing an Adult Education Conference. 
These names of members were duly forwarded to him. I am sorry that there is so 
little to report but the time has gone fast and I think that each of the committee 
and section members has been so busy trying to promote their own libraries in 
the home fields that no new plans have been attempted. 
Carrie S. Palmer, Chairman 


CATALOG 

The Spring meeting of the Catalog Section was held as a joint meeting with 
the College and Reference Sections. Miss Hazel Timmerman from ALA headquar- 
ter spoke on personnel problems. 

The Catalog Section is planning a fall meeting for Friday, October 30, 1953, 
at 2 P. M. at the Pantlind Hotel. There will be a brief business meeting with elec- 
tion of officers, a brief report on the DCC meetings at Los Angeles this summer, and 
a tribute to Miss Smith, by Miss Della Forrest of the University of Michigan Ca- 
talog Department. The program will be a discussion of Cataloging Rules and 
Principles, by Seymour Lubetzky. The speakers have not as yet been obtained. 
There may be some one from Library of Congress. 

Miss Frieda A. Hinrichs of Michigan State College Library has taken the 
Michigan author heading list and is considering going ahead with that project. 

Jane Holmes, Chairman 


COLLEGE 

The College Section held a Spring Meeting along with the Reference and Cat- 
aloging Sections on May 22 at Albion College. Our speaker was Miss Hazel B. 
Timmerman of A.L.A. who spoke after the luncheon on personnel administration 
in libraries. 

For the Fall meeting, we have planned to have as our speaker Mr. Arthur 
Hamlin, Executive Secretary of Association of College and Reference Libraries 
who will speak after our luncheon which is scheduled for Thursday, October 29 
at 12:30. We will also have a short business meeting. 


James McTaggart, Chairman 
COUNTY LIBRARY 


The only meeting, since the one held in connection with the annual meeting of 
the MLA in Lansing in November, has been the regular Midwinter meeting and 
Legislator’s Dinner, held in Lansing on March 24th and 25th. 

The program for the Midwinter meeting included a panel discussion on “Stand- 
ards for Libraries as applied to County Libraries,” led by Eudocia Stratton, Chair- 
man; a discussion of “Finances of the State of Michigan” by D. Hale Brake, State 
Treasurer; and general discussions of the legislation pending on State Aid. Miss 
Catherine Wilson, Librarian of the Muskegon County Library, talked on “Trends 
in Rural Library Service in Michigan” at the dinner for the Legislators and Governor. 

Mrs. Mary E. F. Tressider, Chairman 
HOSPITAL 

The Hospital Section of M. L. A. will have a luncheon meeting on Friday, 
October thirtieth, with a panel discussion on petty problems as our program. Panel 
members are not yet definitely selected, but the subject is settled, after considerable 
correspondence with section members. 


We have had no general section meeting since last year’s annual conference. 
Unlike the children’s librarians and catalogers, we do not usually have a spring 
meeting. Helen S. Cooper, Chairman 


October, 1953 





REFERENCE 


On Friday, May 22, 1953, the Reference Section, together with the Catalog and 
College Sections of the M.L.A., held a combined Luncheon Meeting at Albion Col- 
lege, Albion, Michigan. Miss Hazel B. Timmerman, Chief of the Office of Person- 
nel Administration of the American Library Association, gave an interesting, as 
well as instructive talk on Communications in Library Administration, which will 
be reprinted in a coming number of the Michigan Librarian. 

For the M.L.A. meeting at Grand Rapids, the Reference Section is planning the 
following program: 

Friday, October 30, 1953 — Reference Section luncheon meeting 12:30 P. M. 

Speaker — Richard M. Dorson, Professor of History and Folklore, Michigan 

State College. Author of recent book — America Rebels. 

Subject — Distinguishing folklore from fakelore. 

Business meeting and election of officers will follow. 


Francis X. Scannell, Chairman 


SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S 


The School and Children’s Library Section holds three institutes each year, in 
addition to a joint meeting at the annual conference. The school librarians divide 
their groups geographically, and the southern half will meet at St. Mary’s Lake 
Camp in September and their program will be concentrated upon remedial reading. 
The northern group meets at Cadillac and their program is not complete at this time. 

The children’s librarians’ institute is traditionally set for early May, and ac- 
cordingly it was held this year on May 8-9 at the Kellogg Center at East Lansing. 
In response to many requests a workshop meeting was planned and techniques of 
story telling, book selection, and summer library programs were discussed. Rep- 
resentatives from the Children’s Library Association, ALA, and Miss Mildred Bat- 
chelder from ALA Headquarters were present. We were especially fortunate in 
our speakers this year, Miss Jean Thomsen, Head of the Boys and Girls Depart- 
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ment, Toronto Public Library, and Miss Elizabeth Reilly, juvenile editor, Thomas 
y. Crowell Publishing Company. At the MLA conference in Grand Rapids the com- 
bined group will sponsor a luncheon meeting and the speaker will be Marian C. 
Young, Chief of the Children’s Department, Detroit Public Libraray, and Presi- 
dent of the ALA Division of Libraries for Children and Young People. Her sub- 
ject will be A Program for Children’s Books in the Library of Congress. A sum- 
mary of the Library of Congress Inquiry regarding the Sayers Report and a dis- 
cussion of ALA recommendations for action. 

The principal concern of the section this year has been for better education 
for librarianship for school and children’s librarians. This committee has investi- 
gated use of the library science courses offered in this field throughout the state, 
and they are working on recommendations. 

Two other important projects are a bureau of service to be set up to help small 
libraries in the state with their program of work with children — story telling, 
book selection and audio-visual programs, and a vigorous campaign for extending 
the elementary school library. 

Our section has become so recently merged that we are still concerned with 
details of integration, but as we continue to work together, we are confident that 
fuller program of library work with children will develop throughout: the state. 


Miriam A. Wessel, Chairman 


TRUSTEES 

The Trustees Section of M.L.A. has conducted an educational campaign this past 
year. Mrs. Clarence Hilberry, chairman of tiie section is a great believer in the 
importance of trustees working together in ;mall units as well as state-wide groups. 
The four members of the Trustees Section executive committee happen to repre- 
sent as many different types of libraries and all of them find that talking over 
problems with board members from different kinds as well as similar libraries is 
a very rewarding experience. 
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Just because a citizen of an area has been elected or appointed to the local 
library board, it does not mean that he comes to it completely (or even faintly in” 
some cases) aware of the position he holds. As a result we have innumerable libraries ™ 
that are only partially filling their places in the community because of constant” 
changes in the trustee personnel. It’s not an easy job and there is no set formula® 
to follow because each library and each librarian needs an individual kind of help, — 
Solutions can be reached best by discussing problems, first in regular monthly boar 
meetings, then broader meetings with neighboring board members and librarians, 

This point was the one Mrs. Hilberry hoped to give all of the districts at their. 
meeetings this past spring. 

Districts II, III, IV, V and VI were represented by trustees at the Counci 
meeting in January when the spring meetings were planned. Districts I, II, III, I 
and V had delegates or representatives at the Executive Board meeting at § 
Mary’s Lake June 18, 1953. Three of the four executive committee members were at? 
their meeting in March. 


Out of these districts II and IV had area meetings. District IV also had a” 
library radio program put on by 5 librarians assisted by their boards. In genera 
spring meetings were well attended with the average number per meetings approxi- 
mately twenty. Most districts reported time for discussion and need for more 
the same. 

Trustees should know that the State Library now has consultants on the staf 
to help in every part of the state. (Schedule time with them through Mrs. Lole 
Fyan, State Librarian, Lansing 13, Michigan.) Librarians have received informa 
tion about the new State Aid provisions and it is up to trustees to work with thei 
local professional staff, whether one or a dozen, to develop the services of the 
libraries. ; 

Since the Michigan Librarian only goes to M.L.A. members there are about 150 
trustees who will not be informed unless their librarians take the time to dos 
(They do of course receive the Michigan Library News from the State Library as7) 
that is mailed to all trustees in the state provided the names of trustees have bee 
properly recorded with the State Library.) This is why small area meetings se 
to be the solution to the educational campaign for 1953. 4 

The annual M.L.A. Conference at Grand Rapids, October 28 through 31 would 
be the logical place for representatives from boards or areas to increase the knowk# 
edge of the library picture. Trustee Day is October 30 with the executive board! 
meeting in the morning, the annual meeting in the afternoon and the general session 
at night with Dr. Lester Asheim, Chicago University, as speaker. 


(Note* — If there are any special topics a trustee or a board wishes to ha 
discussed at the Conference, please let Mrs. C. B. Hilberry, 424 W. Lewiston, Ferns 
dale, Mich. know at once. The Trustee Section is the board members voice in the 


Michigan Liteery Association.) Mrs. Franklin M. Reck, Coordinator 





see the end of organized hate,” he say 


| Conference Speakers 
John Roy Carlson, Banquet Speaker 
Thursday, October 29; 6:30 P.M. 


He believes the topic on which he will 
speak “Threats to the Free Library in 


a Free Community,” is 
urgent one.” 


The impulses which propel John Roy 
Carlson to his unremitting crusade 
against evil are his faith in America 
and his sense of gratitude toward his 
adopted country. “Someday I hope to 


“an extremely 


“and the ideals of the brotherhood off 
man established universally on earth’ 7] 
Carl T. Rowan, Luncheon Speaker 
Saturday, October 31; 12:30 P.M. 

Will speak on “The Race Problem i 
your Business.” A staff writer for the 
Minneapolis Tribune since 1948, he is 
the author of a widely read and di 
cussed series of articles for the Tribune 
entitled “How Far From Slavery?) 
A book based on the articles entitled 
“South of Freedom” was published by 
Knopf in August 1952. 
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